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FESTHETIC HOMES

BEAUTIFUL HOUSES; Beinea Dasoription of Certnin
Wolknown ‘Arilstic Houses, Iy Mre,  HTAWHIS,
Dinatpatod. 1Gmo. pp. 110, Beribner & Weliord,

This littlo book which, with i%s thick paper, its
&ile margins, its initial lotters, its preface entitled
“ Forewords,” und its long &', is elezant, if inical,
prosonts a sad example of wsthetic craziness. It is
fantastic with a slang which might have languished
from the pensof Postlethwaite and Mandle: thiore
js a  fourteenuth-century fienzy about s high-
eolored paragraphs that woenld go to the heart of
Bunthorne, Mrs. Huweis Guds it impossible to d?-
seribe @ beautifal bulldu S Frederick Leighton s
house withoui bursting into this asthotic couvul-
gion : * Thore is nndoubtedly here an imperind state-
liness nnd atrength of flavor; and the silenes is
like n threne.” She disonrses concerning “iear
old ™ things and *dear little” thines: amil things
which * harmonize sweetly,” or » form 1 very swuol
harmony.” Yellow becomes “a resonant ovl_m
gounding (hrongh oll the other colors,” aud cortain
decorations are #ot down—or up=—as " Enpreme,
When the reader becomes used to this livstericat
gort of writing he is obliged to concede thut Mra,
Haweis's matter is full of sngaestion in bonse
building and decorating. Ha w il certainly not
anarrei with the jady for deseribing the hionses of
famous people if the famous people themselyves do
not object to liaving their homes thus turned 1nside
out,

Of all the dwellings thus explicated "}' the
author, the most original and m;mmﬁm:nt is that
of the late Wiltam Durges in London. Lvery least
bit of decoration isnot merely begntiful buf it sug-
gosts o story or an idea; the hous is full of
thonghts. Everything is in the langnage of the
msthetes, preciously  candid and sineere; thut is to
gay, the lapis and amier and erystal and marble ars
not papier-uwas e and glazed chalk—they are the
yoal thing. The wvery washstand in an upper
c¢hamber is a pgem in gold mlaid with preeious
wtones and shells, and supporting cr_\.'st.'_nl soenE-
Yottles and boxes hundreds of years old. Even the
letter-box outsids the front door is fasein: Ying: 1
is o brouze basrelicl reptesenting & figure ol
Mercury, whese tunie is powdersd with letters.

The lbrars, a hlaze of gold and cc lor, contains
celebrated mavtolpiece, carved in stone, which like
evirything else wus designed by the owner: “The
shelf coutains, in among the foliage, the lettors of
the alphabet. Beluw ia the precions letter H. which
hias dropped ont of their set. The wretched de-
serter 18 found stoek to the Mexican onys plagne
far lelow, his glorions body taken from him, und
only his original skeleton, and 1hat erooked, is et
Tha slphabet 1 diflerently treated in another place
—the bookeases, whole golden patiels shadow forth
thie trpdes, each according to the precedence of the
Jetter—F, for the founder, who is founding Liells s 1,
{or the Lricklaver; G, the giazier, who joys in his
work, holding it up to the light: A, the architect,
Alnddin's self ! Another bookease hios some tlinrm-
ing panels, which were all pwuted by sen of note
now Academicinns; the duintiest little borders,
{riezes, wreaths, appear, e of butterttios, lowars,
ghells and tishes, ote,, come  convention iz, somie
an nature!. Amovg the prive the comic peeps.
Flere we seo josects fizhtive vie misly, there the
gpider spiuning with & distaft—medieval feeling
agnin—or we huve plagues of marbkle and onyx let in
1o drawers and doors.”

Sir Friderick Leighton's honse speaks of the col-
orist pather thin of the mun of poetie imaginat ot
Everywlhiere u bronze or i Iiriiss, or o bit of inlaying
ot purcelain or Oriental stufl is used to halaues or
conceutrate color. Not the least beautiful featurs
of what Mrs. dluweis gorgeously ealls * the nugasy
whele ' is the fountain in the Arab ball williits one
white jat tossed from a bed of water wherein de-
seending rilges step-wise liave the semblanee of the
emerald facots of u great groon stoue, Thin is the
house concerning which the author's ecstusies are
most irrepressible, “ Fine eolor,” she savs, ¥ comes
like food, Jike joyful news, like fresh aic to fuiuting
langs—it is invigorating: aud in the far-back
Arabian days, a scheme of color was perfocted than
which nothing in this worll ean be mere eladsome,”

The most extracrdiniry modgern dea which is
ehroniclsd inthis volume is that of the stulle on top
of Mr. Kenben Sussoon's luxurious house, Kitehons
and laundries lave before now been placed n
these niry regions: it has remained for a Lendon
Lanker to establisl his horses there:

Opening from the office< of Mr. Sassoon and his
gecretaty, close to tue dining-rouii, tho eoachi-house
BUrprises Ws, vontitang at least g dozen carviages,
all having U sprigs, awl overy uerid thist money
can buy. Thers ure the four-me-hnd, the carriely,
two laadans, amd many mote, soinme of winch are
Yoddued in o second couci-bonse it the opposite stle
of the street,  The hories, nowever, stra 1o =y,
are kept at he top of the honse, ina stabile pepehed
by a leatheru-padded LHE i w Bieh the tinimuls
sscend and desvewl every tine they are required.
They do not sevm to mlad; oue Uiy liet clow o and
riised for our deledtubion ook the ups unl downs
fu Jifo quite kindly, and never moved an ear during
the mocess: probibly the crostores do vot foel the
movement, aid they eanuol see the Hoors rog by
thivin, as the 11t is suanied by siidiog shintiers,

We went up to the stabile in the torae-lift a% an
experiwent, aud in amneat emerged i n well-kept
anid meat wiry stabile lued w li pale-colored tiles,
in which stotd ecighteen or twenty horsos of every
gize, shape and volor. Oneof t was horrowed
Dby Mr, Boslim, who kpew of ao other in Loudon as
brautifal for the cqnestrian statue of the Prnee of
Wales, which recontly dvparted for India, - Abuve
them is the coachnan’s well-lurnished havitet, aoil
this is the topol the house, From the stable a
stuircuse, a8 woll s the Dt Joads down to the
couchi-house and to the priviie fooiis ol tlie owner,
Wi wore told by Miss Sussoon bow winy bad been
the surmised objeetions to this divided stabls ar-
rangement ; hut it spcescds o rlectiv, sud there
has nol besn noday when the Jt has been one of
order, or whet & borso huas suflered from the novel
conditions,

In the course of a descriptivn of Mr, George H.
Bougnton's London home Mrs, Hawels declares
that Mr. Bonghton * has bronght from America a
cortain style in livieg wihieh Las oot yet become
common on this sile of the Atlantic; less posd than
French taste, more subtle than English. In Mr.
Boughton's dining-room 18 carried ont an idea so
excellent that it deserves to e reproduoed,  Iu the
{rieze are two circalar windows which bring in
Tight in o hall mystic fasbion, {or they ave ton high
at once to cuteh the eye, ‘They also carry ont the
cirenlar form of plates which are lodged about the
yoomn in niches and crannies snd shelves, These
windows ate furnished with gluss of o fuint apple-
DBlossom pattern, sud the iuner sides are lined with
golil. The tea-roont in Mr. Alfred Murrison's hiouse
§s an spartment peculiar in its decorution of rare
Yaces. The muntelpiece, curtaing, and even the
mirtor are edged with the wost exguisite rose-
point, wineh will soon decay under the malign in-
fluruces of London blacksand Loudon wishing-
powders, Othier esen anore vialuuble laces ure
hidden in maguticent cotters of mother-o'-pearl,
silver and earved eedur; or are framud, glazed and
sinspenided on the walls, Sowe of these are entive
gltar-frouts of choice Veuetun and Spuuish point
of marvellous delivacy.

Some very gund sugzestions of what may be doune
with the entrance-hall anl staireass of o tiny snd
commengplace city house are to bo fonnd in the de-
seniption of Miss Hozier s littie dwelling :

A wery little docr opeus into a very little tall,
which certuinly ut frst revives the e=psations of
Alice 10 Woaderiaud when she found bersell so
juconveniently wo lurge for tho White Habbit’s
honse, The strect duvor and the little hali-doors
within ure mude “qporow-sbiniug"” with tinted

narry gluss, winch b Ltens the passuge. Wit
was once the *front diviug-room™ doot hias becn
genled up, and the small wehe gatned is utilized as
o pretty nest for nmbrellas, A tiny table secommo-
dites the eards of visitors, aud then at onge bLegin
the stairs, 1ull fuce. How disagreealde a wmull
Mlight of suirs Tacing us can bo we wl know ; we
svould rather not be reninded. This thighit s bo-
cowe an oruament. Iostead of o strip of the very
narrowest carpeting, whieh might bave shown &
fow inches 01 painted Iwr.ml on either side, every
fnchi of the stuirs widtu s covered with Sclude
yugs sewn together, forming a very pleasant vel-
vety bed, The llut rods of shining brass relieve the
gomewhat murky red, auld the wall s maroon, pass-
hﬁ into terra-cotta volor, and lnully iuto an
sutique blue, ln horizontal stuges.

At the torn of the stairs su ugly niche hins been
eonverted 1nlo @ very elegaut cabinet lor Eoglish
ehins, ol which the owuer hae u prety collection.
The woodwork is treatod in the Japanese faslion
as to shelves but some of the close perforating is
yather Moorish tbau Tartar. Tt is of well tited
solid walnut, and is backed with Jupanese lenther

Pt ordinary liltle mean staucase window has
become & swmpting seat, fitted with brown satin
he sides and upper part being lined with

of Ttalian origin. The window Las

-

Veen shehtly thrown out, aud the glass concealing
the mﬂnidor u‘;::an"whu puttertlies and birds

irrezulurly dotting the quarrios,

Then comes one of the most ingenions foatnres.
Where the nurrow stairs aseend to the “drawing-
room dours 7 Seiude rogs and soft-colorod paint have
formesd » narrow, bright-colored alley, closed wt the
emd by n big mirror, that of conrse decerves the eye
as 1o The extent of the vista, and in which you got a
complete refloction of the suid hiy window. liefors
it hangs u fise lntern in bammered brass ; above it
a duep shelf supports more china,

But the alley by no means leads to the drawing-
roons, A sort of passage has been built out over the
Jeads, supported on iron pmillars, and this forms the
vory quaintest introduction to the drawing roon,
thringh gluss doors which ouee formed the back
windows, Thiseharming defour asoends two steps,
earpefed with Eastern webs, under an archway
painted in twodelicate and transparent yellows,
whioh give the eve precisely that o frestane = Gllip
which & sharp tavor gives the palate sated for the
moment with o rich taste.
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SEBASTIAN BACIL iy Brosarn Lave Poorr, 3 A,
e Grent Musleintia,  1lited he Framdd HMuefler]

1dme, gp. i, 13% Keriboer f Weltond.

In the vreface Jo this littlo ook Mr. I'uole ae-
knowledges Nis otligations to the biography _l'“'"
Vished by Forkel cighty years ago, which contaius »
number of anthentio aneedotes and persunal de-
tails: and to the elaborate work of D Sniita,
whose persevering rescorchies BLave recently put
us in possession, for the first time, ol all the im-
portant facts of Dach's lile, and all the obtainable
data relative fo lus compositions, For the aceoimn-
panying eritieal remarks Mr. 'oole alone 18 respin-
gilble. The narrative is simple, ¢lear, and well ar-
rapeed,  The sketch of 1he great musicinn’s career,
the glimpses of his domestie life, the outhines of
his chiaracter, are nuch more patisfactory than we
find them even in the awplest of the eneyclopedin
Biograplies from which Enghsb readors have hith-
erto derived most of their knowledge, of the
subject; and alibongh the story is still pertinps
somewiat meagre, We can £ay at any iate that we
linve ab last a lie-like picturouf the man, as well
%3 o very cnvions aol exact view of a North Germai
mstelan’s employments amd trialsa lundred and
fifty vears ago. There hasnever Liest iy paraliel
in the history of art to the extoaordinary persistence
of the gnn-‘-i--ul talent in the family of the Bachis
A genealogieal table in Mr. Poole's volume exhilits
the velutionship of Hfty-three musicians of that
notne, between 1610 and 1546, women not being
melmded 3 and in tbe line whieh confains the niame
of the great Jobann Sebastian the inheritanee in
traced througl seven generations by direot descent.
Of eonrse the development ol gonins, or evenof
great original talent. in this moltivude of piayers
and composers vas comparitively rare; lat the
heveditary bent was so marked that the town-
wsicinns of Frfurt continued to be generically
Kuown as “the Dachs " loug afier there Lad consed
to beany of the name aineng thon. Almost with-
ont exception these Lochs weye virtnens aail deco.
yous people. They bred no rogues acd only ono
drunkard o second consin of Sebastian): and they
were et kabiie for their strong fauily ailection.
We have a pleasant view of Sebastian, the giant
of the race, practiedng his art Ly his own lireside,
with the help oi his wife anl children, of composig
music for tamr use, Two bouks have beeu pre-
served, handsomely bound and nscribed as if for
prescuts, in whick lie wrote for bis wife a number
of tuites, preludes, arrangetnents, ete., for the elayi-
c¢hord. e was twice anarried and bad twenty
ehildren,  Frledmann and Carl Philipp Emanoel,
e most distingmished of his ollspring, were of the
fruit of the first marringe. = The children of my
gecond marringe,” he writes to a friend, * are suill
tittle, the eidest a boy of six years. Altogether,
however, they are born musicions, and 1 ean assure
you that eveu now I ean arrsngs a concert with my
family, rocaliler and  instramentaliteor, whereas my
wife that now s sings a pretty soprane, sl my
cldest danghter plays not uniss”

sach was Wighiy appreciated in his lifetime as an
organist, Lt s gening as o composer aeeuls not to
Bave been suspected ¢ and his lase.years, as darector
of mnsieat tie famons Thomasschule in Leipsic
were erowded with indignities and vexations. The
world dild not dgcover uis greatness nntil us very
pame had grown faint in the eity whers he gecom-
plished fus grandest work, and his ne leoted munu-
seripts bad been scattered far ani wide, many of
thew beyond revovery, The serioussindy of any-
thing of Hael's Lesides the Preludes and Fogues, is
80 revent an epterprise that te most of us the ex-
ploration otters all the charmof suiprise, aud the
proper mgnuer of performing” some of his most
beautiful and most characteristio works isstill in
dispute among musicians,  Upon the mutter which
underties this gquestion, namely the claraeter of
Baeh’s orchestrs, the resourees st his disposal, and
the imperfections of his scores, Mr, Pouin's hoos
[haves miel to be desired.  In England if the Bach
revival lins not gone very far it shows a certain
sturdy vigor,  In this country 1t promizes to
flonrish with eharacteristic  American rapidity.
The eredit of first prodneing the St Mutthew
Passion Musi¢ in the United States is vne of the
recent laurels of the Wandel and Huydn Society of
Boston,  The work was next presented by the
Oratorio. Society of New-York ina mgnner more
ligoly to cheek the stady of Bach than to promcte
it: but the Lad eflcet of this unfortonate essay
was in part cosrected by the singularly impressive
and beantiful interpretation of the Passion Mesie at
tho last Festival i Cincinnati. This perfonpance
seoms destined to mark an important epoch in the
new Bach movement. One of the cautatas wis
well ronderisd by the New-York Oratorio Society a
fow yoard ago, nno two of the greater works o that
olass have boot admirably sung with large clornses
and orchestras under the direction of Theolore
Thomis in New-York, Cineinnati and Chicago.
1t the fiest spark of popular appreciation of ek
in this country was Kindled by the performance Ly
the Thomus Orehestra many years ago of some
specimens of a cluss of compositions 1w which Mz,
Poule mukes only & bare and most nusatisfactory
allusion, We refer to the fuscinating Orchestral
Suites, which reveal so much of Bucl's charm us
melodist, so mueh of his gracefnl faney and his
ingenuity in treating noble thonghes with dainty
devices. Samuel Wesley, who was one of the first
Fuglish adwirersof Bach, nssored mankind at the
beginninge of this contury that of the characteristic
beaulivs of the majestic composer * alr™ was one of
the chief and most striking. Ho was oot believed
then; but the statement wos teae, and ootling
tonches us 1o realize it so auickly as a study of the
Oroliestral Suttes, The popolarity of these works
unionbtedly stimulatad nn interest in the more
serions choral compositions, It isa curious fact
that for what we kuow of the earliest of the modern
musicians, Bach, we are principally indebted to the
gatne conductor who has wade us Tamuliar with the
lutest of Lhem, Wagner,

e

TWO HARD CASE4,  Sketchea from o Physician’s
Poarttoline By W, W. Gonoisa, M, B 3w, pp
aa7y  Hongbion, Mifllin & Co,

Dr. Godding, formerly superintendent of the
Lunatic Hospital at Taunton, Massaclusetts, awl
now o resident of Waslungton, 1. C., was one of
the expert witnesses for the defence in the Gultean
triad, nnd the principal object of this lirte bouk is
to snstuin the theory of the Besassin's mennity,
which was rejected by the Conrt. A ™ Iragmentary
memoir " of abaed ease in the anthor's expericnon
at Taunton occnpies the first thirty pages of the
volume, but this need not detain us from the
# psvehiologicsl study ¥ of Guitean, which was ovi-
dently the real purpose of the pablication. Dr.
Godding reviews the whole life of the murderer
from the point of view of one whe is firmly con-
vineed that the man was the victim of grave mental
disorder, sl it cannot be denied that Le presents
this part of his case with skill, s review of the
trial is less snecessfnl, and that from a cause which
does Lim great eredit; for he states so frankly the
enurmons preponderasee of professional testimony
agiinst the theory of the defence, that conviclions
which may be shaken by the lirst part ol Tus narra-
tive will bLe settled aedin by the socond. Mr,
Scoville summoned a great number of eulnent ex-
perts, but it turned ont that most of thew could not
testify on lus side, and he d id not put them on the
stand. Several of thew wers afterwund called by
the Government. Tooss who did appear for Gui-
teau—except Dr Spilzikn—were merely ashed one
qnestion, nawely, whether the prisonsr wis insaun
supposing that “he committed the act of sbooling
the President under what he believed to be a

Divise command, which Le was notat liberty w

disobey, and which belief nmonnted to n convietion
that controlled his conseicnee aud overpowered his
will as to that act, so that he eonld not resist the
mental prossure upon L P Obvionsiy it wis
easy enongh to answer Yea to n guestion which
asstimed all the prineipal facks in controversy, As
ono of the physicinns remniked Gnerossee tuming-
tion, “ Under that hypothesis s insanity is o sell-
evident proposition.” On the olner hand, the prose-
cution obtained a positive opimion of the prisoner’s
sanity from fifteen medieal experts, including men
of 1ho bighest emineneo in their profession—*a
erushing array,” Dr. Godding calls them—nand this
part of the case wos closed by the romarkable testi-
mony of D Gray, of the Utica Tnsano Asylom,
which made a profound impression alike from its
clearness, its exbpustivoness, its fatal directuess,
and tne ungssailuble eminence of the Witness. As
the eviilenee of Dr. Gray was the severest Llow to
the defenee, itisnaturally D, Godding's business to
roview Dr. Gray., How eflectively ho does this,
pechaps it is pot for laymen o say.  Bui the hook
i intended for popnlar, not professional, reading
and we do not Lalieve it will disturh the popular
convietion that Gartean was rightly hanged,
Ll el
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